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"Let not a single drop of water that falls from the skies flow to the sea,
without it being used for the benefit of man”

King Parakramabahu the Great - Sri Lanka (1153-1186 A.D.)
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Rainwater Harvesting

@ Revival

Community Water & Sanitation project
in 3 district introduced RWH 1995

Public demand due to water issues

Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum
Started by a small group in 1996

Membership from government, NGOs,
private, and public sector

Goal: Lead the nation in rain water harvesting
technology, construction, and utilization. Share
experience and technology on RWH for domestic
use.




Activities of LRWHF
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Promotion ( Demonstration, Awareness programs,
publications, media)
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Research and Development

Ko~

B

Training

¢

Networking




Promotion
Awareness to Community Members
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» Water conservation
» Rainwater Harvesting
* Home gardening

e Climate Change and




O

» Water quiz

» School Wall Art
competition

* Drama competition
* Awareness programs

» Home garden
establishment training

» Exhibitions
» Poster competition

» Weather station
monitoring and
maintenance

* O&M of RWHS
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The Islana Featl

Rainwater free of charge

Rainwater - a source
of water du

ring

Covid-19 pandemlc

uring the current
pandemic, lack of
clean water for drink-

Proj
was a mlior concern for

BY DR. TANUJA ARIVANA
CFO. Rainwater Harvesting Forum
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the main objec:
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Harvesting

rum (LRWHE)
estabiished in 1
Shiothng dse of ramwel:
Rainwater is 3 good alterna
tive for drinking water.

w
USAID is implementing a
project titled Safe Disaster

Resilient Drinking
Water for Flood and
Drought prone areas in Sri
Lanka. The project which
commenced in September
2016 have installed 391
domestic rain water har-
vesting systems (RWHS) in
Kilinochehi district in the
Northern province, Badulla
and Moneragala districts in
the Uva prov
Rl ratoc Tins badn e

the pandemic. Out of the 102
be: households
involved in the survey t2%
had water in their rainwa-
ter harvesting system. Out
of those 65% were filled
with rainwater.

During the COVID-18
pandemic, beneficlaries

often used for hand washing
durlng this time following
ri Lanka s

ANDA,

56%) followed by own! wc.\ls
These households hav

faced difficulty to Sobiain
water during curfe

the public wells. Around
18% of the RWHS benefic
aries have shared their rain
water with their neighbours
during this situstion. Due o
pased curfew people
fotnd 1 difficult 0 gt wp-
ply from regular wi
sources due to mulbillty.
delays in bowser supply and
reasons. The

imposed lock down due o
COVID-18 pandemic as rain

down and growing unem-
ployment means.
Ing extra on safe water has
became a problem for many
households. Beneficiaries of
RWHS enjoyed having water
st their doorstep which is
free of charge. Therefore
less economic burden on
them during this period,
senccially S dally carners
Non RWH hy oiders
who did not b
the premises had to wait -m
the curfew s lifted to get
public wells or RO iltors | .

h(\anh authority adv rice,
because It is available at the

main
water source for hand wash-
ing Is rain water followed by
public well and own well
The main drinking
Sotiros for nonbeneniciaries
of RWHS is public well {

on up to
to get their drinking water
and waiting in queve for up
0 one hour Whereas others,
who had rain water harvest-
ing system insealled gave
them added storage capacity
to get bowser water whon 1t
is available on an average
cost of 30-50 cents per litor..

Varsha Oct/ Dec 2021
Vol 07 Issue IV

24th Annual General Meeting of
Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum

the past year's acthatios e Ama

Chairperson, Eng Deva Hapugoda was elected Secretary, and Or. CS.
‘Woeraratra was slected the Treasuror.

M M Anceyar stated “We need to work progressively to mobiize

With new Kdoas and new strategies 10 QO forward with raimwater
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Demonstratlon RWHS

“effected; Resettlement, Drought

Disea ';:prevalent areas
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49,000 ﬁew.ehold Tsunami

and Fl@ﬁd effected, Kidney

300 Se ools

20 Hospitals

Farms / Home gardens
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Research and Development

Low cost RWH Tanks

Study of RWH System usage

Mobile weather station

Well water recharging




Training / Caﬁcity Building
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Farmers

Water conservation
and RWH technology

Organic farming

Plant nursery
keepers

Home gardening




Certificated training
program

On the job training

Over 400 skilled
masons across the
island

2 lady masons in
the pool




» District level
» National

» South Asian
» International
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Networking

O

National Membership of over
70/ 12 National Conference

Regional: SARNET South
Asia Rainwater Network

International: IRCSA, IRHA,
Rain School




@  SARNET Activities

SARNET

» Members representing 166 countries 14
countries

(1)
zerland(1), Malawi(1), Mexicq§®, Et %), :
yanmar(2) and Saudi bia(1), Sr1 La H-a(l ’ 3000 Juoe 2022 AT

» Web site was launched'in q,ich 2021 . = CHAMPIONS
e 11 webinars held Stories of Inspiration on

water matters
» Virtual 3 day 1%t International Conference
held Sept 2021 attended by 500 persons

* Youth Rainwater Champion group
established 92 members from 17 countries

o 21d International Conference scheduled for
May 2023

< India (28), Ne al(15) Bafgla . 8”'?’7 "
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Policy and Legislation

National Rainwater Policy and Strategies, June 2005

- aimed at encouraging communities to control water
near its source by harvesting rain water

Kandy Declaration, by SAARC Ministers, September

Ur UN RAINWATE AA
URBAN DEVELOPMENT & WATER SUPPLY [RAAAN Slgned by 5 mlnlSter Of S RC to prOmOte RWH -
Making rainwater s everybody's business  a et their prOSpeCtive countries

15th SAARC Declaration, August 2008

.. at the looming global water crisis, recognized that
South Asia must be at the forefront of bringing a new
focus to the conservation of water resources. For this

purpose they directed initiation of processes of building
and encouraging of research, combining conservation
' ::A ARC SU practices such as rainwater harvesting, water
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~ Amendment to Urban Development Authority Drainage
*  Act No.36, of 2007 published by gazette September
2007




Distribution of Rain Water Harvesting Tanks constructe d
in Sri Lanka (1997 - September, 2019)
°

Over 49,000 domestic RWH in
operation providing water to St
over 200,000 people (SDG 6) e 3L
National Rain Water Harvesting -t S

o

Policy and Strategy 2005

Regulation which made RWH
mandatory in UDA & ‘
Municipality area 2009

Establishment of Rain Center

RWH included in
School /university curriculum

RWH Adopted by Green Building__
Council certification criteria
RWH Adopted by private sector
in plantations, factory's, public
buildings, residences




www.lankarainwater.orq



http://www.lankarainwater.org/

