
Harvesting rainwater: essential 
to achieve 6.1 and for water security

Reviving Tradition of Rainwater Harvesting in
Sri Lanka 

Tanuja Ariyananda
CEO, Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum
tanuja@sltnet.lk



Kuttam Pokuna (Twin Pond) – 3rd century BC

Parakrama Samudraya (Tank) – 11th century AD

Rain water ponds and Gardens at 

Sigiriya 5th Century BC



Rainwater Harvesting 
Revival

 Community Water & Sanitation project 
in 3 district introduced RWH 1995

 Public demand due to water issues

 Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum 
Started by a small group in 1996

 Membership from government, NGOs, 
private, and public sector

 Goal: Lead the nation in rain water harvesting 
technology, construction, and utilization. Share 
experience and technology on RWH for domestic 
use.



Activities of LRWHF 

Promotion ( Demonstration, Awareness programs, 
publications, media)

Research and Development

Training

Networking 



Promotion
Awareness to Community Members 

 Water conservation

 Rainwater Harvesting

 Home gardening

 Climate Change and 
Impacts 



School Children

 Water quiz
 School Wall Art 

competition
 Drama competition
 Awareness programs
 Home garden  

establishment training
 Exhibitions
 Poster competition
 Weather station 

monitoring and 
maintenance 

 O&M of RWHS 



Publicity/ Publications



Demonstration RWHS

49,000 Household: Tsunami 
effected, Resettlement, Drought 
and Flood effected, Kidney 
Disease prevalent areas

300 Schools

20 Hospitals

Farms/Home gardens



Research and Development

Low cost RWH Tanks

Study of RWH System usage

Mobile weather station

Well water recharging



Training / Capacity Building 

 Community members 

 School children

 Households

 Farmers

 Masons/Plumbers 

 Officials/ Professionals

 Media Personnel's

 Policy makers



Farmers

Water conservation 
and RWH technology

Organic farming

Plant nursery 
keepers

Home gardening 



 Certificated training 
program 

 On the job training

 Over 400  skilled 
masons across the 
island

 2 lady masons in 
the pool

Training : 
Masons/Plumbers 



Training : Officials/Professionals 

 District level

 National

 South Asian

 International 



Networking 

National Membership of over 
70/ 12 National Conference 

Regional: SARNET South 
Asia Rainwater Network 

International: IRCSA, IRHA, 
Rain School



SARNET Activities 

 Members representing 166 countries 14 
countries
 India (28), Nepal(15), Bangladesh(28), 

Pakistan22), Afghanistan(2), Bhutan(6), Canada(1), 
Switzerland(1), Malawi(1), Mexico(1), Ethiopia(3),  
Myanmar(2) and Saudi Arabia(1), Sri Lanka(15). 

 Web site was launched in March 2021
 11 webinars held
 Virtual 3 day 1st International Conference 

held Sept 2021 attended by 500 persons 
 Youth Rainwater Champion group 

established 92 members from 17 countries 
 2nd International Conference scheduled for 

May 2023



National Rainwater Policy and Strategies, June 2005

• aimed at encouraging communities to control water 
near its source by harvesting rain water 

Kandy Declaration, by SAARC Ministers, September 
2006

……Signed by 5 minister of SAARC to promote RWH in 
their prospective countries

15th SAARC Declaration, August 2008

…. at the looming global water crisis, recognized that 
South Asia must be at the forefront of bringing a new 
focus to the conservation of water resources. For this 

purpose they directed initiation of processes of building 
and encouraging of research, combining conservation 

practices such as rainwater harvesting, water 
conservation……

Amendment to Urban Development Authority Drainage 
Act No.36, of 2007 published by gazette September 

2007

Policy and Legislation



Achievements  

 Over 49,000 domestic RWH in 
operation providing water to 
over 200,000 people (SDG 6)

 National Rain Water Harvesting 
Policy and Strategy 2005

 Regulation which made RWH 
mandatory in UDA & 
Municipality area 2009

 Establishment of Rain Center 
 RWH included in 

School/university  curriculum 
 RWH Adopted by Green Building 

Council certification criteria
 RWH Adopted by private sector 

in plantations, factory's, public 
buildings, residences 



www.lankarainwater.org

http://www.lankarainwater.org/

